
Walk No 1 in a series of 12 self-guided walks from James’ Places

Walks from the Shireburn Arms: 
Surprise View

This 7½-mile circular route provides one of the most magical views in 
Lancashire for keen walkers who don’t mind a bit of a climb. It’s a rich 
reward at the half-way point of what is quite a challenging walk – and the 
good news is it’s pretty much downhill all the way back to the pub! 

START

From the Shireburn Arms, cross 
road and head up Avenue Road 
past war memorials and village 
club to take footpath L opposite the
Bayley Arms. Head down the drive 
and then take path to right of 
buildings to join track. Continue 
past cottages on L and into woods. 

Follow brook upstream for 500 
yards to cross on stone bridge and 
veer slightly L and continue 
climbing Northwest to emerge from 

woods and join a farm track after 
300 yards. 

Continue up track to old farmhouse 
then take path to R (straight on) 
and continue through gate. Cross 
field to gate at corner of copse and 
at other edge of woodland head L 
due West across field to ladder stile 
on skyline. 

Continue W between gorse clumps 
to reach gate and stile onto 
Huntingdon Hall Road. Turn R up 
the road and continue over bridge 
to junction. Turn R and continue for 
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This 71⁄2-mile circular route provides one of the most magical views in  
Lancashire for keen walkers who don’t mind a bit of a climb. It’s a rich reward  
at the half-way point of what is quite a challenging walk – and the good news 

is it’s pretty much downhill all the way back to the pub!

START
From the Shireburn Arms, cross road and 
head up Avenue Road past war memorials 
and village club to take footpath L oppo-
site the Bayley Arms. Head down the drive 
and then take path to right of buildings 
to join track. Continue past cottages on L 
and into woods.

Follow brook upstream for 500 yards to 
cross on stone bridge and veer slightly 
L and continue climbing Northwest to
emerge from woods and join a farm track
after 300 yards.

Continue up track to old farmhouse then 
take path to R (straight on) and continue 
through gate. Cross field to gate at corner 
of copse and at other edge of woodland 
head L due West across field to ladder stile 
on skyline.

Continue W between gorse clumps 
to reach gate and stile onto Huntingdon 
Hall Road. Turn R up the road and con-
tinue over bridge to junction. Turn R and 
continue for 100 yards to take track L to 
Dutton Dog House.

Hurst Green to Higher Hodder bridge

The path starts at the gate of the Shireburn 
Arms car park. Go straight downhill 
following the ditch and after 300 yards 

cross the ditch and continue to the wood. Go 
over the stile across the beck and down to the 
Ribble. The Ribble Way hugs the river all the 
way to the farm adjacent to Winkley Hall. The 
path zigzags through the farm yard and leads to 
the farm road going uphill. As the road bends 
to the left, a Ribble Way sign is seen on the 
right next to a small metal gate. Aim towards St. 
Mary’s Hall, go through a second gate and follow 
the edge of the wood. The path ends at the road 
near a bus shelter. Turn right and walk to the 
Lower Hodder Bridge.

The path continues along the side of the Hodder 
and starts to climb into Hodder Woods just after 
Hodder Place. Wooden flights of steps lead to 
the top of the high escarpment overlooking the 
river. The path then descends again by a series 
of wooden flights of steps and footbridges to the 
Hodder bank, and continues to Higher Hodder 
Bridge.

Retrace the path from the Bridge and find the 
return path to the right just after crossing the 
second footbridge. The narrow path goes uphill 
and follows the wire fence to its end. Turn right 
and descend to go over a plank footbridge and 
stile. Bear right up the field to the next stile. 
Follow the wire fence on the left, go by Ryddings 
farm and continue along the roadway. 100 yards 
before the next house on the right, turn left 

through a metal gate into the field and walk 
uphill to Birdy Brow road.

At the roadside a Foot Path sign points the way 
following the line of mature trees, aim to the 
right of the wood ahead. The path crosses the 
stream to the right of a large black pipe and 
ascends towards an old narrow metal gate. Bear 
right over the field and follow the wire fence 
downhill to the stile at its end. Over the stile 
follow the hedge on the left to the next stile. Cut 
across the top of the field and follow the hedge 
on the right for 30 yards to the next stile. Go 
through the wide metal gate seen on the left and 
carry on over the field to the final stile found 
in the corner of the field. Continue in the same 
direction over the field to the road.
Turn right along the road and then left into the 
grounds of Stonyhurst College. The route goes 
in front of the College and past the church. A 
Foot Path sign is seen on the right. Go through 
the old metal gate into the field and follow the 
edge of the wood and then the hedge. The path 
passes through three metal swing gates and leads 
to Hurst Green.

Upon entering the village make your way back 
to the Shireburn Arms and indulge in a well 
deserved pint and hearty meal in our bar. You 
can take a look at our menus to see what we’ve 
got to tickle your fancy. Moody boots are always 
welcome at the Shireburn Arms!


