
I N  T H E  F O O T S T E P S  O F  J . R . R .  T O L K I E N

S H I R E B U R N A R M S H O T E L . C O . U K

The walk begins  f rom 
the Shireburn Arms.

 * Excludes bank holidays

Enjoy soup and a sandwich 
for £7.50 Monday – Friday*

Walkers Lunch Offer

In the footsteps of J.R.R. Tolkien

1With your back to the main road, walk along 
Warren Fold. Just beyond the last of the houses, 
go over a stile - you will see the domed turrets of 

Stonyhurst College straight ahead of you. Follow the wall 
on your left, pass through a gateway and turn sharp right. 
Walk across the field, passing a lone tree, to reach the 
fence on the other side.

2Don’t go through the gate, but turn right and 
follow the fence, heading towards the red brick 
cricket pavilion. Go through a kissing gate and 

continue to follow the field boundary. After passing 
through another kissing gate, follow the path downhill 
and over the stream. Climb uphill with Fox Fall Wood 
on your left.

3As the gradient levels, bear right across the narrow 
paddock to follow the iron fence to the corner. 
Go through the gate in the corner and turn 

right, passing the current Observatory for the College. 
Follow the tarmac track downhill towards Hall Barn Farm.

4Turn left before the gate and go through a wooden 
gate, following the line of the farm buildings. 
There is a magnificent view of Stonyhurst College 

and the Pavilions to your left. You will shortly emerge 
on to a track. Keep straight ahead, following the hedge. 
To your left is St. Mary’s Hall, formerly a seminary. Across 
the playing fields to your right is the distinctive profile of 
Pendle Hill, with - a little to its left - Clitheroe Castle.

5When you reach Woodfields, cross the road, 
bearing slightly to the left and turn down the lane 
between the houses. The lane soon becomes a 

rough track and swings to the left. Turn right and go 
over the wooden stile, then follow the edge of the field 
alongside Over Hacking Wood. Near the corner, turn 
left over a stile, then right to descend a stepped path.

6Cross the bridge over the stream and follow the 
path which forks to the right towards the River 
Hodder. Just before reaching the river, turn right 

over another bridge and climb steadily uphill. Passing 
Hodder Place on your right, the path now descends 
towards the river. Herons can be seen along this stretch 
of river. Go through the stile at the bottom of the hill to 
emerge from the woodland on to a wide, surfaced track. 
You will now follow the river as it curves gently round 
to the right.

7Where the track meets the main road at Lower 
Hodder Bridge, cross over, pausing to admire 
Cromwell’s Bridge just a little downstream. 

Turn right along the footway and follow the road uphill. 
Opposite the junction, go left over a stile and bear 
slightly left across the field to another stile in the fence 
opposite. Go over the stile and walk straight uphill, 
crossing another stile before the brow. Bear slightly 
right across the field, passing through a kissing gate 
and heading towards the hedge to the left of the 
farm buildings.

8Go through the kissing gate and turn left along 
the tarmac track, which drops steadily downhill. 
Where the track levels, go straight ahead, through 

the gate and into Winckley Hall Farmyard. Turn right, 
go through the yard, then turn left, passing a brick wall 
on the left to reach a gate. Go through the stile and turn 
immediately right along a gravel track, with the River 
Hodder again on your left.

9Where the Hodder joins the River Ribble, take the 
path to the left, around the gate, to reach a stile by 
a bench. Go over the stile and turn left to follow 

a wide track alongside the Ribble. After about 1km, 
the Ribble is joined from the left by the River Calder, 
with Hacking Hall on the opposite bank.

10Continue to follow the bank of the Ribble 
until the path narrows near a stone building 
on the right. Go through a gate on to a 

track and over a stile, heading towards Jumbles Farm. 
Follow the track around to the left to pick up the line 
of the river again. Where the track turns right, keep 
straight on alongside the Ribble. As you walk you will 
see a stone cross on the hillside to your right.

11Where the cross disappears from view, go 
over a stile, across a gravel surface, then 
over another stile to continue alongside the 

river. Ahead of you is a graceful three-arched aqueduct. 
When you reach the aqueduct, go over the stile to its 
right, bearing slightly right across the field and through 
another stile on the edge of a wood. Cross the wooden 
bridge and climb the stepped path to another stile. 
Go over this stile and walk straight ahead, following the 
fence on the left.

12Where the fence turns sharply left, keep 
straight on downhill. Cross two bridges and 
another stile, then turn slightly to the left. 

You should now be walking uphill along a low ridge with 
streams on either side. After about 200m, cross the stream 
on the right and turn left to continue uphill, following 
the line of the field boundary on the left. At the top of 
the field, go over a stone stile in the left corner and pass 
through the car park of the Shireburn Arms Hotel. Cross 
the road to return to the start of the walk.

THE WALK BEGINS FROM THE SHIREBURN ARMS
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1With your back to the main road, walk 
along Warren Fold. Just beyond the last of 
the houses, go over a stile - you will see 

the domed turrets of Stonyhurst College straight 
ahead of you. Follow the wall on your left, pass 
through a gateway and turn sharp right. Walk 
across the field, passing a lone tree, to reach the 
fence on the other side. 

2Don’t go through the gate, but turn right and 
follow the fence, heading towards the red 
brick cricket pavilion. Go through a kissing 

gate and continue to follow the field boundary. 
After passing through another kissing gate, follow 
the path downhill and over the stream. Climb 
uphill with Fox Fall Wood on your left.

3As the gradient levels, bear right across the 
narrow paddock to follow the iron fence to 
the corner. Go through the gate in the corner 

and turn right, passing the current Observatory 
for the College. Follow the tarmac track downhill 
towards Hall Barn Farm.

4Turn left before the gate and go through a 
wooden gate, following the line of the farm 
buildings. There is a magnificent view of 

Stonyhurst College and the Pavilions to your 
left. You will shortly emerge on to a track. Keep 
straight ahead, following the hedge. To your left 
is St. Mary’s Hall, formerly a seminary. Across 
the playing fields to your right is the distinctive 
profile of Pendle Hill, with - a little to its left - 
Clitheroe Castle.

5When you reach Woodfields, cross the road, 
bearing slightly to the left and turn down 
the lane between the houses. The lane soon 

becomes a rough track and swings to the left. 
Turn right and go over the wooden stile, then fol-
low the edge of the field alongside Over Hacking 
Wood. Near the corner, turn left over a stile, then 
right to descend a stepped path.

6Cross the bridge over the stream and follow 
the path which forks to the right towards the 
River Hodder. Just before reaching the river, 

turn right over another bridge and climb steadily 
uphill. Passing Hodder Place on your right, the 
path now descends towards the river. Herons can 
be seen along this stretch of river. Go through the 
stile at the bottom of the hill to emerge from the 
woodland on to a wide, surfaced track. You will 
now follow the river as it curves gently round to 
the right.

7Where the track meets the main road at 
Lower Hodder Bridge, cross over, pausing 
to admire Cromwell’s Bridge just a little 

downstream. Turn right along the footway and 
follow the road uphill. Opposite the junction, go 
left over a stile and bear slightly left across the 
field to another stile in the fence opposite. Go 
over the stile and walk straight uphill, crossing 
another stile before the brow. Bear slightly right 
across the field, passing through a kissing gate 
and heading towards the hedge to the left of the 
farm buildings.

8Go through the kissing gate and turn left 
along the tarmac track, which drops steadily 
downhill. Where the track levels, go straight 

ahead, through the gate and into Winckley Hall 
Farmyard. Turn right, go through the yard, then 
turn left, passing a brick wall on the left to reach 
a gate. Go through the stile and turn immediately 
right along a gravel track, with the River Hodder 
again on your left.

9Where the Hodder joins the River Ribble, 
take the path to the left, around the gate, to 
reach a stile by a bench. Go over the stile 

and  turn left to follow a wide track alongside 
the Ribble. After about 1km, the Ribble is joined 
from the left by the River Calder, with Hacking 
Hall on the opposite bank.

Continue to follow the bank of the 
Ribble until the path narrows near a 
stone building on the right. Go through 
a gate on to a track and over a stile, 

heading towards Jumbles Farm. Follow the track 
around to the left to pick up the line of the river 
again. Where the track turns right, keep straight 
on alongside the Ribble. As you walk you will see 
a stone cross on the hillside to your right.

Where the cross disappears from 
view, go over a stile, across a gravel 
surface, then over another stile to 

continue alongside the river. Ahead of you is a 
graceful three-arched aqueduct. When you reach 
the aqueduct, go over the stile to its right, bearing 
slightly right across the field and through another 
stile on the edge of a wood. Cross the wooden 
bridge and climb the stepped path to another stile. 
Go over this stile and walk straight ahead, follow-
ing the fence on the left.

Where the fence turns sharply left, 
keep straight on downhill. Cross two 
bridges and another stile, then turn 
slightly to the left. You should now be 

walking uphill along a low ridge with streams on 
either side. After about 200m, cross the stream 
on the right and turn left to continue uphill, fol-
lowing the line of the field boundary on the left. 
At the top of the field, go over a stone stile in the 
left corner and pass through the car park of the 
Shireburn Arms Hotel. Cross the road to return to 
the start of the walk.
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